
FRANKENMUTH CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 
PRESENT:  Bernthal Reindel, Cramer, Grossi, Loeffler, Rupprecht, Schmitzer & Schoenow. 
 
ABSENT:   NONE. 
 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and opened with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments.     
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Mayor introduced Frankenmuth’s new City Manager, Bridget Smith; recognized Democratic 
candidate for County Clerk Michael Hanley; and recognized Sister City Chairperson Dan 
Haubenstricker who introduced Gunzenhausen Intern Barbara Wolf.  Wolf was presented with a 
“Key to the City” stein.        
 
The Mayor revised the order of the agenda and reviewed consent agenda items.  
 
Moved by Schmitzer, seconded by Schoenow, to approve the agenda as reviewed by the Mayor.  
Unanimously carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Cramer, to approve the minutes from the work session meeting 
and the regular meeting held on Wednesday, August 3, 2016 and the special meeting held on 
Wednesday, August 31, 2016.  Unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-73 - APPROVE A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR MARY 
LANE WATER MAIN AND STREET PAVING  
 
City Manager Graham introduced Steve Rutkowski of Spicer Group, the City’s consulting 
engineers, who reviewed a contract with Rhode Brothers for a new water main and street paving 
contract for a portion of Mary Lane and Mary Lane Court.  Rutkowski advised that this proposed 
contract would be an extension of the S. Franklin, Heine & Trinklein Streets contracts whereby 
Rhode Brothers would hold their per unit prices from those projects in early spring.  This would 
result in the City saving on bidding costs. 
 
Moved by Cramer, seconded by Loeffler, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-73 approving a construction 
contract with Rhode Brothers of Saginaw, MI for the construction of a new water main and street 
paving on Mary Lane, for a cost of $246,484.  Unanimously carried. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Planning Commission Chair John Polomsky presented the annual report of the Planning 
Commission.   
 
Discussion took place on the City’s Strategic Action Plan and the Planning Commission needing to 
review residential density requirements and advise Council of potential changes that could improve 
the development environment for residential builders, other creative uses for required open spaces 
like bicycle paths, etc., and reviewing pre-1970’s residential developments for modern garage 
space, etc.   
 
Moved by Schmitzer, seconded by Bernthal Reindel, to accept the annual report of the Planning 
Commission and express appreciation for their work.  Unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-74 - APPROVE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 
FRANKENMUTH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE LAGER MILL 
 
City Manager Graham advised that the City owns the land and the Frankenmuth Historical 
Association (FHA) owns the mill building at 780 Mill Street.  He advised that FHA Director Jon 
Webb was requesting revisions to the lease between the City and FHA due to Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission regulations.  Both the FHA and City legal counsel are satisfied with the 
revised agreement as presented. 
 
Moved by Cramer, seconded by Grossi, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-74 approving a resolution for 
a revised ten year lease to the Frankenmuth Historical Association for the Nickless-Hubinger Mill.  
Unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-75 - APPROVE A TEN YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 
CDMA, LLC FOR VACANT PROPERTY ON PLANT STREET 
 
City Manager Graham reviewed a potential ten year lease agreement with Chris and Maria Sutorik 
of CDMA, LLC for vacant property on the south side of Plant Street.  Chris Sutorik advised of his 
plans to do some rehabilitation work to the home at 920 Flint Street and this parcel adjoins that 
property. 
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Schoenow, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-75 approving a ten year 
lease agreement with CDMA, LLC for vacant property on the south side of Plant Street.  
Unanimously Carried. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
Police Chief Mawer reviewed his department’s activities during the month of July, and Treasurer 
Deterding reviewed the August financial report.  The construction code activity report for the month 
of August was available for review. 
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Moved by Bernthal Reindel, seconded by Loeffler, to accept the Police, Treasurer’s and 
Construction Codes monthly reports as submitted.  Unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-76 - APPROVE A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 
FRANKENMUTH WOMEN’S CLUB FOR THE PALMER SCHAU PLATZ 
 
City Manager Graham advised that this proposed lease agreement with the Frankenmuth Women’s 
Club addresses their concerts in Memorial Park events held at the Palmer Schau Platz and 
concession stand.  The Parks & Recreation Commission has recommended and approved the 
revised proposed lease which addresses a $2,000 annual long-term maintenance fund for the 
facilities and provides continued growth of a maintenance agreement. 
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Grossi, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-76 approving a five year 
agreement with the Frankenmuth Women’s Club for the Palmer Schau Platz and concession stand 
in Memorial Park.   Unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-77 - AUTHORIZE NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS FOR FINANCING CASS RIVER FLOOD CONTROL LEVEE 
IMPROVEMENTS  
 
City Manager Graham advised that in order to finance the Cass River flood control levee 
improvements, and other potential infrastructure projects as specified if surplus funds result, the 
City must sell general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $9.75 Million for this project.   
 
Discussion took place on this notice having no expiration and that the funds are ultimately backed 
by general fund revenues.  
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Schoenow, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-77 approving a notice of 
intent to sell general obligation bonds to finance Cass River flood control levee improvements and 
other miscellaneous projects for an amount not to exceed $9.75 Million.  Unanimously carried. 
 
REMOVE FROM TABLE - REVISED FEE SCHEDULE IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 
VII OF THE CITY CODE 
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Schoenow, to remove the revised fee schedule discussion from the 
table.  Unanimously carried. 
 
Discussion on proposed revisions resulted in Council referring the matter to their October work 
session meeting and that Jamie Furbush and Abby McClellan be invited to attend that meeting for 
further review and discussion. 
 
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – RESOLUTION NOS. 2016-78 THROUGH 2016-
84 

 
Moved by Grossi, seconded by Cramer, to adopt Resolution No. 2016-78 approving the annual 
American Legion Post No. 150 Rummage Sale event October 6 & 7, 2016; to adopt Resolution No. 
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2016-79 approving the Frankenmuth Lions Club 2016 Fall Sale from September 28 - October 31, 
2016; to adopt Resolution No. 2016-80 approving the Frankenmuth High School Homecoming 
Parade request on Friday, October 7, 2016; to adopt Resolution No. 2016-81 approving the 2016 
Cub Scout Pack 3275 Pumpkin Sale and display of temporary signs September 26 through October 
31, 2016; to adopt Resolution No. 2016-82 approving the Frankenmuth Jaycees Bruckelaufe event 
on Saturday, October 1, 2016; to adopt Resolution No. 2016-83 approving a request from the Big 
Country Fest to erect directional signs within the City limits; and to adopt Resolution No. 2016-84 
approving the 59th Anniversary Celebration of the Bavarian Festival from June 8-11, 2016.  
Unanimously carried.  
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
Moved by Loeffler, seconded by Schoenow, to approve payment of the bills for August 2016 in the 
amount of $3,496,041.88.  Unanimously carried.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1.  City Manager - Monthly Report.   
2.  Summary of Water Rate Study Results. 
3.  Anne Marie Reno – Thank you. 
   
MINUTES 
 
1.  Economic Development Corporation Board – August 18, 2016. 
2.  Parks & Recreation Commission – June 27, 2016. 
3.  Planning Commission – August 23, 2016. 
4.  Sister City Committee – July 28, 2016. 
5.  Chamber of Commerce – July 20, 2016. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:14 P.M. 
 
 
Phillip W. Kerns 
City Clerk 
 
 


